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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 
Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 20, line 1 , "According to a third aspect of the invention there is provided a method 
of should read -A method of-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by "Horizontal 
Core Acquisition and Orientation for Formation Evaluation" by Skopec et al. (referred hereafter 
Skopec et al.). 

Referring to claim 1 5 Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill, the 
device comprising: 

an arrangement for providing signals associated with a physical orientation of the core 
orientation device (Figures 6, 7, and 10; page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st 
paragraph); 

processing means for processing the signals provided by the arrangement so as to provide 
processed data from which a measure of the physical orientation of the core orientation device 
can be established, the measure being associated with the physical orientation of the device at a 
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particular moment in time (page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd 

paragraphs to page 9, lines 1-22); 

memory for storing the processed data (page 9, line 1 1); and 

interface means having first means for storing the processed data in the memory and 

second means for accessing the memory to provide the measure of the physical orientation of 

core orientation device when required (page 9, lines 12-22). 

As to claim 2, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill wherein the 

physical orientation of the core orientation device comprises a rotational orientation about a 

longitudinal axis of the core orientation device (page 15, last paragraph to page 16, lines 1-4; 

Table 2; Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 3, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill 
wherein the physical orientation of the core orientation device comprises an angular orientation 
of the longitudinal axis above or below the horizontal plane (page 18, Evaluation of Data: 1st 
paragraph). 

As to claim 4, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill, wherein the 
arrangement for providing signals comprises triaxial accelerometer means (page 8, Electronic 
Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st paragraph). 

Referring to claim 5, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill, 
wherein the core orientation device includes means for relating the measure of the orientation of 
the core orientation device with the present orientation thereof such that the core orientation 
device can be rotated to reflect the measure of the orientation of the core orientation device 
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(page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd paragraphs to page 9, lines 1- 
22). 

As to claim 6, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill wherein the 
core orientation device includes input means for inputting the particular moment in time into the 
processing means and display means for subsequently displaying the measure of the physical 
orientation of the device, the measure being associated with the inputted moment in time (page 
7, 4 th paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22). 

Referring to claim 7, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill 
wherein the core orientation device is cylindrical and one end of the core orientation device 
includes the display and input means in the form of a LCD display and keypad (page 9, lines 
12-22). 

As to claim 8, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill wherein the 
core orientation device has a body in the form of a housing having at least one threaded end for 
being engaged by an inner tube assembly of the core drill (Figures 5, 7, 9, and 10). 

Referring to claim 9, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill 
wherein, when engaged by the inner tub assembly, the core orientation device forms a length of 
the inner tube assembly (Figures 5, 7, 9, and 10). 

As to claim 10, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill wherein 
the processing means includes a timer configured for ensuring that the processing means 
processes signals from the arrangement over predetermined time intervals (page 7, 4 th 
paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22; Table 2). 
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Referring to claim 11, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill, 
wherein the processor means includes integration means for integrating signals from the 
arrangement over a predetermined time interval (page 7, 4 th paragraph; page 9, liijes 12-22; 
Table 2). 

As to claim 12, Skopec et al. disclose a core orientation device for a core drill, wherein 
the processor means includes timer means for determining predetermined intervals relative to a 
reference time, and means for storing the processed data in the memory upon each of the 
predetermined intervals terminating (page 7, 4 th paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22; Table 2). 

Referring to claim 13, Skopec et al. disclose a core drill having a core orientation device 
comprising: 

an arrangement for providing signals associated with a rotational orientation of the core 
orientation device (Figures 6, 7, and 10; page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st 
paragraph); 

processing means for processing the signals provided by the arrangement so as to provide 
processed data from which a measure of the rotational orientation of the core orientation device 
can be established, the measure being associated with the rotational orientation of the device at 
a particular moment in time (page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd 
paragraphs to page 9, lines 1-22); 

memory for storing the processed data (page 9, line 1 1); and 
interface means having first means for storing the processed data in the memory and 
second means for accessing the memory to provide the measure of the rotational orientation of 
core orientation device when required (page 9, lines 12-22); 
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wherein the core drill comprises: 

means for maintaining knowledge of the relative rotational orientation of a core drilled by 
the core drill and the core orientation device such that a measure of the rotational orientation of 
the core can be established using the measure of the rotational orientation of the core orientation 
device (page 7, 4 th paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22; Table 2). 

As to claim 14, Skopec et al. disclose a core drill having a core orientation device 
wherein the means for maintaining knowledge of the relative rotational orientation of the core 
drilled by the core drill comprises a mechanism for preventing rotational movement about the 
length of the core sample, relative to the core orientation device (page 7, 2 nd , 4 th paragraph; 
page 9, lines 12-22; Table 2). 

Referring to claim 15, Skopec et al. disclose a core drill having a core orientation device 
including means for relating the measure of the orientation of the core orientation device with 
the present orientation thereof such that the core orientation device can be rotated to reflect the 
measure of the orientation of the core orientation device (Table 2). 

As to claim 16, Skopec et al. disclose a core drill having a core orientation device, 
wherein the core drill includes an outer tube assembly and an inner tube assembly with the inner 
tube assembly having a means for accommodating the core orientation device along the length 
of the inner tube assembly (page 4, Horizontal Core Acquisition section; page 5, Inner Barrel 
and Core Head section; pages 5-6, Stabilization section). 

Referring to claim 17, Skopec et al. disclose a core drill having a core orientation device 
wherein the inner tube assembly includes a bearing allowing the means for accommodating the 
core orientation device to rotate relative to the outer tuber assembly but not relative to the core 
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sample when the core is received by the inner tube assembly (page 4, Horizontal Core 
Acquisition section; page 5, Inner Barrel and Core Head section; pages 5-6, Stabilization 
section; Figures 5, 7, 9, and 10). 

As to claim 18, Skopec et al. disclose a core drill having a core orientation device 
wherein the core orientation device is cylindrical and one end of the core orientation device 
includes display and input means in the form of a LCD display and keypad, the end of the core 
orientation device being protected by the inner tube assembly when accommodated (page 9, 
lines 12-22). 

Referring to claim 19, Skopec et al. disclose a core drill having a core orientation device, 
wherein the outer tube assembly includes a spacer for allowing the inner tube assembly to be 
fitted with the outer tube assembly when the core orientation device is accommodated (page 9, 
lines 1-9; Figures 5, 7, 9, and 10). 

As to claim 20, Skopec et al. disclose a method of obtaining and orientating a core 
sample comprising: 

moving a core drill having a core orientation device from a first location to a drilling 
location and thereafter operating the core drill to drill a core sample (Figures 6, 7, and 10; page 
8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st paragraph); 

generating signals associated with a physical orientation of the core orientation device 
between the first location and the drilling location (Figures 6, 7, and 10; page 8, Electronic 
Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st paragraph); 
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processing the signals to provide processed data from which a measure of orientation of 
the core orientation device at the drilling location can be established (page 8, Electronic 
Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd paragraphs to page 9, lines 1-22); and 

storing the processed data in memory such that the measure of the physical orientation of 
the core orientation device can be obtained therefrom (page 9, line 1 1). 

Referring to claim 21, Skopec et al. disclose a method of obtaining and orientating a core 
sample wherein the method includes maintaining knowledge of the relative physical orientation 
of the core orientation device and the core sample after the core sample has been drilled such 
that a measure of the orientation of the core sample taken by the core drill can be provided 
using the measure of the orientation of the core orientation device when at a location spaced 
from the drilling location (page 7, 2 nd , 4 th paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22; Table 2). 

As to claim 22, Skopec et al disclose a method of obtaining and orientating a core 
sample wherein the method includes initializing the orientation of the core orientation device at 
the first location, said initializing being performed by commencing said generating and 
processing the signals at the first location with the core orientation device in a known 
orientation (page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd paragraphs to page 
9, lines 1-22). 

Referring to claim 23, Skopec et al. disclose a method of obtaining and orientating a core 
sample, wherein the method includes displaying a related measure of the orientation of the 
device and varying that measure upon rotation of the core sample and device such that a user 
can position the core sample and device in the measured orientation for marking (Table 2; 
Figures 11-12). 
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As to claim 24, Skopec et al. disclose an orientation device for providing an indication of 
the orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core has been 
extracted, the orientation device comprising means for determining and storing the orientation 
of the device at predetermined time intervals relative to a reference time, means for inputting a 
selected time interval, means for relating the selected time interval to one of the predetermined 
time intervals and providing an indication of the orientation of the device at the selected time 
interval (page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd paragraphs to page 9, 
lines 1-22). 

Referring to claim 25, Skopec et al. disclose an orientation device for providing an 
indication of the orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core 
has been extracted attached to an inner tube assembly of a core drill and fixed against rotation 
relative thereto, the orientation device including means for attachment to the inner tube 
assembly (page 4, Horizontal Core Acquisition section; page 5, Inner Barrel and Core Head 
section; pages 5-6, Stabilization section; Figures 5, 7, 9, and 10). 

As to claim 26, Skopec et al. disclose an orientation device for providing an indication of 
the orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core has been 
extracted including means for comparing the orientation of the device at the selected time 
interval to the orientation of the device at any subsequent time and providing an indication of 
the direction in which the device should be rotated in order to bring it into an orientation 
corresponding to the orientation of the device at the selected time (Table 2; Figures 11-12). 
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Referring to claim 27, Skopec et al. disclose an orientation device for providing an 
indication of the orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core 
sample has been extracted, the orientation device comprising 

means for generating signals responsive to the orientation of the device (Figures 6, 7, and 
10; page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st paragraph), 

a processor for receiving the generated signals and for processing the signals to generate 
orientation data representative of the orientation of the device (page 8, Electronic Multishot 
Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd paragraphs to pagev9, lines 1-22), 

means for storing the orientation data at predetermined time intervals (page 9, lines 12- 

22), 

means for inputting a signal representative of a selected time interval to the processor, the 
processor operating to relate the selected time interval to the predetermined time intervals and 
output a signal indicative of the orientation of the device at the selected time interval (page 7, 
4 th paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22). 

As to claim 28, Skopec et al. disclose an orientation device for providing an indication of 
the orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core sample has 
been extracted wherein data is generated representative of the orientation of the device at any 
subsequent time and the processor is operable to output a signal to a display means to provide a 
visual indication of the direction in which the device should be rotated at said subsequent time 
in order to bring the device into an orientation corresponding to its orientation at the selected 
time (page 7, 4 th paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22; Table 2). 
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Referring to claim 29, Skopec et al disclose an orientation device for providing an 
indication of the orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core 
has been extracted comprising an inner tube assembly and an orientation device according to 
claim 24 (Figures 5, 7, 9, and 10). 

As to claim 30, Skopec et al. disclose an orientation device for providing an indication of 
the orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core sample has 
been extracted comprising an inner tube assembly and an orientation device according to the 
claim 27 (Figures 5, 7, 9, and 10). 

Referring to claim 31, Skopec et al. disclose a method of providing an indication of the 
orientation of a core sample relative to a body of material from which the core sample has been 
extracted, the method comprising: 

drilling a core sample from a body of material with a core drill having an inner tube 
assembly (page 6, Coring Parameters: lines 1-4 to page 7, lines 1-4); 

recording the orientation of the inner tube at predetermined time intervals with reference 
to an initial reference time during said drilling (page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 
1 st , 2 nd , and 3 rd paragraphs to page 9, lines 1-22); 

recording the specific time interval beyond the reference time at which the core sample 
was separated from the body of material (page 8, Electronic Multishot Instrument (EMI): 1 st , 
2 nd , and 3 rd paragraphs to page 9, lines 1-22); 

removing the inner tube assembly and core sample contained therein from the body of 
material (page 7, lines 5-8); and 
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relating the recorded specific time to the recorded time intervals to obtain an indication of 
the orientation of the inner tube and consequently the core contained therein at the specific time 
interval (page 7, 4 th paragraph; page 9, lines 12-22; Table 2). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

"Ocean Drilling Program (ODP) Deep Sea Coring Techniques", Storms, M. A., Marine 
Geophysical Researches 12, 1990, Pages 109-130. 

"Controlling Errors Minimizes Risk and Cost in Core Orientation", Bleakly et al., Oil & 
Gas Journal, December 2 1985, Pages 103-109. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan M. Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-2276. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Toan Le 
January 8, 2008 
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